Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / May 29

us of the continued need for cooperative ac-
tion.

The PSI has responded to this challenge
and achieved a solid record of success. Begin-
ning in 2003 with only 11 states, the PST has
grown to more than 90 nations from every
region of the world committed to conduct
interdictions and deter those engaged in this
dangerous trade. As a result of the collabo-
rative efforts and training it sponsors, PSI is
an increasingly effective tool to carry out
real-world WMD-related interdictions, from
shutting down front companies to disrupting
financial networks, prosecuting proliferators,
and stopping shipments of sensitive materials
from reaching their intended destination.

I commend all PST partners for the work
they have undertaken and pledge continued
U.S. leadership and support for the effort.
I urge all responsible nations to join this glob-
al initiative to end WMD proliferation.

Memorandum on Potential Pearl
Harbor National Monument
May 28, 2008

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense
and the Secretary of the Interior

Subject: Potential Pear]l Harbor National
Monument

Pearl Harbor is well known as the site of
Imperial Japan’s attack on December 7,
1941. Its historical significance, however,
both preceded the Japanese attack and
spanned World War II, during which it
served as the central base for our Pacific
naval forces. While the USS Arizona Memo-
rial serves as the final resting place for many
of that battleship’s brave crew members who
lost their lives on December 7, 1941, other
objects of historic and scientific interest in
the area of Pearl Harbor and other sites in
the Pacific remain outside this Memorial.

I have been advised that there are objects
of historic and scientific interest at Pearl
Harbor, including on Ford Island, and at
other sites across the Pacific that may be ap-
propriate for recognition and possibly protec-
tion through the designation of a National
Monument under the Antiquities Act of 1906
(16 U.S.C. 431). These objects of historical
and scientific interest may tell the broader

763

story of the war, the sacrifices made by
America and its allies, and the heroism and
determination that laid the groundwork for
victory in the Pacific and triumph in World
War 11I.

Accordingly, please provide to me your as-
sessment, with relevant supporting informa-
tion, of the advisability of providing addi-
tional recognition or protection to historic
landmarks, historic sites, or other objects of
historic or scientific interest at Pearl Harbor
and other sites associated with the war in the
Pacific and America’s ultimate victory in the
Pacific theater during World War II, through
designation and management as part of a Na-
tional Monument. Because much of the Pearl
Harbor area lies within an active military
base, and other World War II historic re-
sources lie within areas of the Pacific that
are of strategic importance to the United
States, please consider in your assessment
that any proposed actions should not limit
the Department of Defense from carrying
out the mission of the various branches of
the military stationed or operating anywhere
within the Pacific.

George W. Bush

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 29.

Proclamation 8262—Caribbean-
American Heritage Month, 2008
May 29, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Caribbean-American Heritage Month is an
opportunity to show our appreciation for the
many ways Caribbean Americans have con-
tributed to our country.

Caribbean Americans have helped to
shape our national fabric with their vibrant
traditions and their unique history. They
have brightened our lives with the spirit and
vitality of their culture. Through strong lead-
ership and pride in their heritage, they have
enriched America. In all walks of life, they
have contributed their many talents and
added to our Nation’s development and pros-

perity.
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We especially show our gratitude for the
men and women of Caribbean descent who
have served bravely in our Armed Forces and
those still serving today. These heroes have
answered a call greater than self, and we
keep them in our thoughts and prayers.

During June, we celebrate and recognize
the Caribbean Americans whose determina-
tion and hard work have helped make our
country a better place.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 2008 as Car-
ibbean-American Heritage Month. I encour-
age all Americans to learn more about the
history and culture of Caribbean Americans
and their contributions to our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of May, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:13 a.m., June 2, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 3. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
version of this proclamation.

Proclamation 8263—National
Homeownership Month, 2008

May 29, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

For many Americans, owning a home rep-
resents freedom, independence, and the
American dream. During National Home-
ownership Month, we highlight the benefits
of owning a home and encourage our fellow
citizens to be responsible homeowners.

My Administration is committed to help-
ing Americans achieve their dreams of home-
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ownership. We have worked to ensure that
the mortgage industry is more transparent,
reliable, and fair, and in order to sustain
homeownership, we have launched initiatives
to help responsible homeowners keep their
homes. The FHASecure program has given
the Federal Housing Administration more
flexibility in refinancing mortgages for home-
owners who have good credit histories but
cannot afford their current payments. In ad-
dition, the HOPE NOW Alliance connects
struggling homeowners with lenders, loan
servicers, and mortgage counselors to help
families stay in their homes. Homeowners
deserve our help, and these initiatives assist
those in need.

During National Homeownership Month
and throughout the year, I encourage all
Americans to take advantage of financial edu-
cation opportunities to explore homeowner-
ship. My Advisory Council on Financial Lit-
eracy is finding ways to help educate people
from all walks of life about matters pertaining
to their finances and their futures. By prac-
ticing fiscal responsibility, Americans can
contribute to the strength of our neighbor-
hoods and our country.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 2008 as Na-
tional Homeownership Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to join me
in recognizing the importance of home-
ownership and building a more prosperous
future for themselves and their communities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of May, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:13 a.m., June 2, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 3.



